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Editorial: Leave the vets alone 


There are controversies so asinine it’s worth highlighting them even after 
they’ve been squelched simply to gaze at them in wonder at the fact they 


were ever allowed to exist in the first place. 


A groundswell of righteous indignation bubbled to the surface this month 
when it was revealed the California Army National Guard was asking 
veterans who reenlisted in 2005 to pay back thousands of dollars years after 
the fact. The reasons given for the notices were amazing: The government 


said they had given these bonuses and student loan incentives improperly. 


So let’s spell this out: Men and women who bravely served overseas, who 
put their lives on hold and on the line to rejoin the military, were suddenly 
asked to give back the money they were promised long after most of them 


had probably spent it? You have to be kidding. 


But a joke this was not. Veterans were being forced into poverty to repay 
this money, with threats of wage garnishment and more if they didn’t 


comply. 


Luckily, on Wednesday, Secretary of Defense Ash Carter put a stop to this 


madness. 


"I have ordered the Defense Finance and Accounting Service to suspend all 
efforts to collect reimbursement from affected California National Guard 


members, effective as soon as is practical," Carter said in a statement. 


It’s hard to remember a clearer case of right and wrong. Carter not only did 
the correct thing, he did the only thing. But how did this happen at all? Who 
decided this was a good idea? If anything these veterans need more money 
and better care than they’ve already been receiving, not a stupefying 


demand to give the government money they don’t have. 


We take the care of veterans very seriously in Howard County, as is shown 
by the upcoming Military Appreciation Days, which begins Saturday and 
lasts through Nov. 14. The official opening ceremony is set for 10 a.m. Nov. 
7 at Stephen J. Daily Government Center. The honorary chairmen for this 
year are Mayor Greg Goodnight and Commissioner Paul Wyman. Let’s take 


this opportunity to honor them. 


